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Team Russia wins first ISU World Team Trophy

 
Team Russia won the ISU World Team Trophy in Figure Skating for the first time since the 
introduction of the event in 2009 as competition wrapped up in Osaka (JPN) on Saturday with the 
Pairs and Ladies Free Skating. Russia scored a runaway victory over defending champions Team 
USA by 125 to 110 points. Team Japan took bronze with 107 points.  


Team Russia won both the Pairs and Ladies Free Skating to end the competition on a high note. 
The 2021 ISU World Champion Anna Shcherbakova skated last in the Ladies event and even 
though she knew her team had already won, she did not hold back. Performing to “Home of the 
Dark Butterflies” and “Beethoven’s Five Secrets”, the Russian Champion went for a quad flip, 
stepped out of the landing and continued with seven clean triples to post a new season’s best with 
160.58 points (12 team points). 


It was team captain Elizaveta Tuktamysheva that had earlier sealed victory for Russia by placing 
third (10 team points). The 2021 ISU World silver medalist hit two triple Axels in her Japanese 
inspired routine “Chronicles of a Mischievous Bird” (146.23 points). 


Earlier in the day, ISU World Champions Anastasia Mishina/Aleksandr Galliamov extended their 
team’s lead with a confident victory in the Pairs Free Skating. The couple from St. Petersburg 
delivered a flawless performance to “Bohemian Rhapsody” and “We are the Champions” that 
included a side by side triple Salchow-triple Salchow sequence, excellent triple throws and difficult 
lifts. The 2019 ISU World Junior Champions scored 151.59 points and netted 12 points for the 
team.   

“I am so proud of my team. After a difficult World Championship we had only two weeks to get back 
in shape and we skated well. We are so happy to be here and we enjoyed every moment, 
Tuktamysheva said. “Our secret – we have a very strong team – girls, boys, pairs and ice dance. 
To finally be in first place (at World Team Trophy) means a lot to us. This is a little practice of the 
Olympic Games. It is important to have World Team Trophy before the Olympic Games, now we 
know what to do.”


For Team USA, Alexa Knierim/Brandon Frazier were the top scorers. The U.S. Champions finished 
second in the Pairs Free Skating, adding 11 points to the team score. The newly-formed couple, 
competing in their first season together, put out a solid skate to “Fall On Me”, completing a triple 
toe-double toe-double toe combination, triple twist and throw triple loop. Knierim only struggled 
with the triple Salchow and the throw triple flip. The Americans set a new personal best with 133.63 
points. 

Bradie Tennell delivered a solid performance to “Sarajevo” and “Dawn of Faith”, but underrotated a 
few jumps. She placed fourth at 133.19 points (9 team points). Karen Chen came sixth on 127.24 
points (7 team points).
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“I know, I said this a lot this week, but I’m just so proud of Team USA, I’m so proud of their fight, of 
their heart and courage out there. We are just all so grateful to be here and to be in front of an 
audience,” team captain Jason Brown shared. “It’s so special to be in Japan, it’s always so special 
like the cherry on top. We’re looking forward to returning home, taking a little break and then 
working towards the Olympic Season. The next step is making it to the Olympic team.”


Team Japan caught up and came close to second place. Kaori Sakamoto turned in a stunning 
performance to make her team and the home fans proud, finishing second in the Ladies Free 
Skating to add 11 team points. The NHK Trophy Champion hit six clean triples in her dynamic 
program to “The Matrix”, only a Salchow was slightly under-rotated. She set a new personal best 
for herself with 150.29 points. Rika Kihira finished fifth. She fell on a triple flip-double toe 
combination (132.39 points/8 team points). 


Pair Skaters Riku Miura/Ryuichi Kihara put out a solid performance to “Woman” by Shawn Philipps 
to score 130.83 points, a new personal best. They collected 10 team points.


“I think all of us worked really hard, I’m very proud of my teammates. After the World 
Championships we didn’t have enough time to adjust and also there was quarantine and some had 
boot issues. As a whole team, for the country of Japan, we fought well and I’m really proud,” 
captain Kihara noted.


Team Italy pulled up from fifth to fourth place on 72 points. Pair Skaters Nicole Della Monica/
Matteo Guarise ranked fourth in the Free Skating (128.24 points) and were the highest scoring 
team members with 9 points. Italy was short of one team member as Matteo Rizzo had to withdraw 
before the event due to medical reasons.


Team France slipped to fifth with 67 points. Pair skaters Cleo Hamon/Denys Strekalin contributed 8 
team points by coming fifth in the Free Skating. 


Team Canada finished in sixth place on 57 points. Alison Schumacher who came eighth in the 
Ladies Free Skating was the highest scoring team member on the final day. 


The ISU World Team Trophy in Figure Skating concludes on Sunday with the Exhibition Gala. 


Viewers are able to watch the ISU World Team Trophy 2021 either via their national broadcaster / 
channel and for countries where there are no broadcasters, the ISU will offer a live stream on the 
Skating ISU YouTube Channel. For more details, see the Where to Watch guide.

For more information, full entry lists and results please see the ISU event website. 

Stay connected with the ISU Social Media:  
YouTube: Skating ISU  
IG: @ISUFigureSkating  
Facebook: @ISUFigureSkating  
Twitter: @ISU_Figure

Follow the conversation with #WTTFigure and #FigureSkating.  
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