
 

 

And the winner is: First ISU Skating Award 
recipients revealed 
 
Yuzuru Hanyu (JPN/Most Valuable Skater), Gabriella Papadakis/Guillaume Cizeron 
(FRA/Most Entertaining Program), Alena Kostornaia (RUS/Best Newcomer) and 
Madison Chock/Evan Bates (USA/Best Costume) are the winning skaters of the 
inaugural ISU Skating Awards for the 2019/20 season. The Best Coach Award went to 
Eteri Tutberidze (RUS) while Shae-Lynn Bourne (CAN) was crowned best 
choreographer. Four-time World Champion and Canadian skating legend Kurt 
Browning received the Lifetime Achievement Award.  
 
Presented by Olympic Ice Dance Champion Charlie White and Olympic Ice Dance silver 
medalist Tanith White, the digital show on Saturday, July 11, united the nominees from all 
over the world.  
 
In the category “Most Valuable Skater” of the 2019/20 season, Hanyu was up against 
Nathan Chen (USA) and Papadakis/Cizeron. The two-time Olympic Champion is one of the 
most decorated skaters in the history of the sport and now added another prize to his 
impressive collection.  
 
“Figure Skating is a sport, yes there are shows but we're athletes and competitors. You can't 
compare with only one skater. There are so many amateur skaters who compete. This is 
how Figure Skating as a sport is made,” the two-time Olympic Champion said. “In almost 
every moment of daily life, I'm constantly thinking of Figure Skating and I'm always hoping 
to become better and stronger. I spend every day trying to become better at something 
that I couldn't do the day before. As an amateur skater, I hope to work hard and deliver 
the outcomes I desire. As my family, coaches and fans expect from me,” he concluded. 
 
Papadakis/Cizeron earned the “Most Entertaining Program” award of the 2019/20 season 
for their unique Rhythm Dance to “Fame”.  
 
“It was really fun, it is a part of our personality that is there. It is inside us, but we’ve never 
really showed to the public. At first we had doubts if it was a good idea, but it was fun to 
go for it,” Papadakis said about the program.  
 
“We want to thank you all for this great honor. It’s been one of the most fun programs to 
choreograph for us. Our whole team in Montreal supported us in our choice and they 
pushed us to go into that fun vibe. The whole team, Romain (Haguenauer), Marie-France 
(Dubreuil), Sam Chouinard and our dance coach Emilie Josset. They are all so good at what 
they do and they brought it together what makes this program work,” Cizeron added.   
 
The other nominees were Evgenia Medvedeva (RUS) with her “Memoirs of a Geisha” Free 
Skating (choreographed by Shae-Lynn Bourne) and Kevin Aymoz (FRA) for his Prince Short 
Program (choreographed by Aymoz, Silvia Fontana and John Zimmerman).     
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Kostornaia grabbed the prize as the “Best Newcomer”. In her senior debut, the 16-year-old 
struck gold at each international competition she entered including the ISU Grand Prix of 
Figure Skating Final and the ISU European Figure Skating Championships. “I am really very 
excited, because this was completely unexpected. I couldn’t imagine that I would win,” 
Kostornaia said. “I didn’t even find the right words, because I didn’t fully realize that this 
big award goes to me. This award means a lot to me, I know that people support me and 
now I am even more sure about that. I don’t want to disappoint anyone and that gives me 
even more energy, confidence and motivation to work and improve with every day,” she 
continued.   
 
The other finalists in this category were “quad queen” Alexandra Trusova (RUS) and 2020 
Four Continents silver medalist Young You (KOR).  
 
Chock/Bates were awarded the prize for their costumes of their “Egyptian Snake Dance” 
program, created by designer Mathieu Caron. 
 
“It was really important for us to make sure that our story was clear. We wanted to make 
sure that our costumes emulated our characters very well,” Chock commented. “I wanted 
my dress to feel like snake skin on my skin and I think Mathieu and his team did an 
incredible job. For Evan's as well. He was the traveller, the charmer who enticed me the 
entire program so his costume is like he has been travelling, so there are rips and tears, 
but in a fashionable way,” she added.  
“We have been working together for several years and our collaboration is very natural. 
Madison comes to me with inspiration pictures, colors and details that are important to 
her,” Caron explained. 
 
Also nominated were Yuzuru Hanyu’s “Origin” costume (designer: Satomi Ito) and Anna 
Shcherbakova (RUS) with her colour-changing costume (designer: Milena Bobkova).  
 
In the “Best Coach” category, Eteri Tutberidze, who coaches among others Kostornaia and 
Shcherbakova, was nominated alongside Rafael Arutyunyan and Brian Orser. “Obviously, 
for me as probably for each coach this (award) is the recognition of a path already done, 
work already done. Even more so as my competitors were very worthy. It was an honor 
already to have been nominated,” Tutberidze said. “We are just trying to do something 
useful every day under the given circumstances. The secret of our work is very simple – we 
love what we are doing, there is nothing else.” 
Tutberidze’s current students include as well World Junior Champion Kamila Valieva (RUS) 
and European bronze medalist Morisi Kvitelashvili (GEO). She formerly coached 
Medvedeva and Trusova as well.  
 
World Ice Dance Champion Shae-Lynn Bourne won the “Best Choreographer” award. She 
had crafted programs for Medvedeva, Mariah Bell (USA), Shoma Uno (JPN), Rika Kihira 
(JPN) and many other top skaters. Her “Memoirs of a Geisha” program for Medvedeva was 
nominated in the “Most Entertaining Program”.  
 
“I have such a passion for the ice and that glide. I love sharing the ice with people that 
have that passion and feel that joy and freedom,” Bourne commented. “What I love most 
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is getting to know the skater and bringing out who they are, no matter what the story is 
that we decide on that the audience gets to see who they are. That's the best part and 
that's for me when the goose bumps come. It's what makes this job forever enjoyable. I 
always look forward to the next one.” 
 
The other nominated choreographers were Marie-France Dubreuil (CAN) and Lori Nichol 
(CAN).  
 
Finally, Kurt Browing received the Lifetime Achievement Award. The four-time World 
Champion made history as the first skater to officially land a quadruple jump, the toeloop, 
in competition. He is also known for his qualities as a performer, for example for his unique 
interpretation of “Singing in the Rain”. Browning also has choreographed programs for top 
skaters. 
 
“Honestly just thank you skating world, we're all family and we all love each other and all 
support each other and I just love being part of this big wonderful family and doing 
everything I can,” Browning said. “One of the things I am proud of is longevity. I forget to 
quit.  I am so thrilled with the sport that I never want to quit and I want to be connected 
to figure skating for the rest of my life. I am thrilled and honored to be sitting here and 
talking about my career.” 
 
The show that was produced by Art on Ice featured many additional highlights such as 
guest star Aloe Blacc performing his new single “My Way”, which is part of his new album 
“All Love Everything”, that will be released on October 2, 2020. 
 
Based on the results and experiences from the ISU Grand Prix of Figure Skating Series, ISU 
European Figure Skating Championships and ISU Four Continents Figure Skating 
Championships of the 2019/20 season, a long list of Candidates was selected by the ISU 
Skating Awards Selection Commission.  The long list of Candidates was then 
subject to online voting by the public, ISU Members and media, each contributing to 1/3 of 
the vote and based on the votes, three nominees per category were announced.  The six 
former Figure Skating Champions Eric Radford (CAN), Lu Chen (CHN), Surya Bonaly (FRA), 
Miki Ando (JPN), Tatiana Navka (RUS) and Todd Eldredge (USA) composed the Jury that 
had the final say and voted for the winner.  
  
Re-watch the show on demand and relive the excitement on the ISU Skating Awards 
page.  
 
Stay connected with the ISU Social Media: 
YouTube: Skating ISU 
IG: @ISUFigureSkating 
Facebook: @ISUFigureSkating 
Twitter: @ISU_Figure  
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