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ISU Grand Prix of Figure Skating 2020/21
ISU Grand Prix NHK Trophy Day Two
The favorites Yuma Kagiyama (JPN), Kaori Sakamoto (JPN) and Misato Komatsubara/Tim Koleto
(JPN) secured themselves of their first Grand Prix gold medals as competition wrapped up
Saturday at the ISU Grand Prix of Figure Skating event NHK Trophy on Saturday in Osaka (JPN).
NHK Trophy was the fourth and last ISU Grand Prix of Figure Skating series event this season.
Following a decision of the ISU Council due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic and travel
restrictions, the Grand Prix events are primarily domestically run events with domestic skaters and
skaters who train in the host country or respective geographical region competing. Except for
Korea’s You, only Japanese skaters competed at NHK Trophy. No Pairs event was held. Overall,
28 skaters/couples that represent two ISU members competed at NHK Trophy.

Matrix Magic seals first Grand Prix victory for Kaori Sakamoto (JPN)
Japan’s Kaori Sakamoto of Japan scored a runaway victory with almost 30 points to spare claiming
the first Grand Prix title of her career. Teammate Wakaba Higuchi earned the silver medal while
newcomer Rino Matsuike, also from Japan, climbed from fourth to take bronze in her senior Grand
Prix debut.
Overnight leader Sakamoto skated last and ended a high-level Ladies competition on a high note
with an exciting performance of her innovative program to “The Matrix”. The 2018 ISU Four
Continents Champion reeled off a triple flip-triple toe, triple Lutz, Salchow, double Axel-triple toedouble toe and triple flip-double toe. Her spins and step sequence garnered a level four. Sakamoto
crushed the competition with her Free Skating score of 153.91 points and totaled 229.51 points.
“Last season I was not able to skate this program clean, because I lacked stamina. During the six
weeks quarantine I worked hard off the ice and it paid off. It was tough, but I told myself I need to
go through it. I never want to feel the same I did last season,” Sakamoto said.
Higuchi opened her characteristic Flamenco routine with a slightly underrotated triple Axel and
followed up with a triple Lutz-triple toe that was also slightly underrotated. She landed three more
clean triples and got a level four for two spins and the footwork. However, the 2018 World silver
medalist left some more points on the table when she doubled a Salchow and a Lutz. The 19-yearold was ranked fourth in the Free Skating with 131.27 points, but remained in second overall at
200.98 points.
“The triple Axel made me really happy. Finally I landed it in competition,” Higuchi noted. “I was able
to link into the next jump so that was good. However, it was difficult to maintain my focus since I
was getting tired so I will need to improve that for Nationals,” the Tokyo native shared.
Matsuike, who just had turned 16 last month, put out an inspiring performance to “Perhaps Love”
by Jones Denver that featured six clean triples including two triple-triple combinations in the
second half of the program. The newly minted national Junior Champion scored 133.23 points in
the Free Skating and accumulated 198.97 points to make the podium in her international senior
debut.
“I have always aspired to be at NHK Trophy. So to come here and be on the podium is like a dream
come true. It is something I’ll never forget and it is a real confidence booster for me,” Matsuike told
the post-event press conference.
2017 ISU Four Continents Champion Mai Mihara (JPN) moved up from seventh to fourth place
with an inspiring performance and 194.73 points. Mako Yamashita (JPN) went for a quad Salchow,

but it was not clean and downgraded. She slipped from third to fifth at 186.13 points. Mana
Kawabe (JPN) finished sixth. 2020 Youth Olympic Games Champion Young You (KOR) pulled up
from 12th and last place to seventh (181.73 points).

Komatsubara/Koleto (JPN) turn their Love Story into gold
Japanese Champions Misato Komatsubara/Tim Koleto dominated the Ice Dance competition,
claiming gold a mamooth 22 points ahead of silver medalists Rikako Fukase/Eichu Cho of Japan.
Japan’s new team of Kana Muramoto/Daisuke Takahashi settled for third place on their competition
debut.
Komatsubara/Koleto delivered an enchanting performance to “Une histoire d’amour”, producing
level-four twizzles, lifts and a level-four spin. The midline step sequence merited a level two while
the one foot step sequence was rated a level two for her and a level three for him. The husbandand-wife team scored 108.29 points which added up to 179.05 points overall and thus turned their
love story into gold at NHK Trophy.
“I am very happy and proud we skated two powerful programs,” Komatsubara shared. “Yesterday,
the distance between us was what we worked on and we discussed it although the morning
practice didn’t go that well. So we are being more professional,” she added.
“It was difficult to do on-line (training) lessons and we want to work harder but it felt great,” Koleto
pointed out.
Performing to “My Funny Valentine” and “Feeling Good”, Fukase/Cho picked up a level four for the
twizzles, two lifts and the spin. The National silver medalists were awarded 94.43 points and
overtook Muramoto/Takahashi with a total of 157.89 points.
“All the lifts went well, but we made some mistakes we should never make. Being in a real
competition was great for us,” Fukase noted. “It was a pretty good performance for us, but we do
have some parts to work on. With the Nationals coming up soon we will work hard to improve,”
Cho commented.
Muramoto/Takahashi delivered a balletic dance to “La Bayadere” by Leon Minkus. The 2018 ISU
Four Continents bronze medalist and her partner picked up a level three and four for their
combination lift and another level three for the stationary lift. The only major glitch came when
Takahashi, the 2010 ISU Single Skating World Champion, stumbled on the twizzles. With a Free
Dance score of 93.10 points, Muramoto/Takahashi just slipped behind Fukase/Cho at 157.25
overall.
“We are happy to have made our debut,” Muramoto said. “We were calm but made mistakes we
never do, so there are many things to work on, but I feel that we can do better in the next
competition. We are a team that has just started. We are all excited and coaches are telling us
that we will bring a new breeze into this world so we are just excited to have started”, she
continued.
“In today’s Free Dance, I made a mistake and I hate that,” Takahashi admitted. “Even in practice I
don’t make such a big mistake on the twizzle and other mistakes in the transitions. So I guess that
is what the competition means.”

Yuma Kagyiama (JPN) king of the ice on dazzling Grand Prix debut
Reigning ISU World Junior silver medalist Yuma Kagiyama of Japan smashed the competition to
win the Men’s event by nearly 50 points. Japan’s Kazuki Tomono claimed the silver medal and
Lucas Tsuyoshi Honda of Japan captured the bronze.
Kagiyama was stunning in his program to the “Avatar” soundtrack, nailing a quad Salchow, quad
toe-triple toe, quad toe, two triple Axels and three more triples as well as three level-four spins. The

2020 ISU World Junior silver medalist racked up 188.61 points and netted 275.87 points overall to
strike gold in his senior-level ISU Grand Prix debut.
“This was my first big senior competition and being in first place really builds my confidence. I think
it is a good step for the next competition,” the 17-year-old said. “The program was not perfect yet.
In the Lutz-loop (combination) I popped the second jump. I need to practice more for the next
competition.”
Tomono’s expressive program to “Moulin Rouge” featured a quad Salchow-double toe, a triple Axel
and two more triples as well as difficult spins. However, the ISU World Championships competitor
doubled two jumps and singled an Axel. He got the third-best Free Skating score with 143.35
points and remained in second place at 226.62 points total.
“The practice and the warm up felt good, but at the end I was not aggressive enough,” Tomono
observed. “I was too careful and jumps ended up as doubles. I need to trust my training more. I
want to be more confident and for that I need to train harder,” he continued.
Skating to a James Bond Medley, Honda popped his first Axel into a single but recovered to
complete seven triples. The Japanese Junior Champion was ranked sixth in the Free Skating with
138.34 points, but held on to third place at 217.56 overall.
“I was surprised I was third yesterday and today I know that if I am in first after my performance, I
would make the podium. My Free was not that great but I was surprised again,” the 18-year-old
commented. “I didn’t really worry about the placement today. I just wanted take in the atmosphere
here with the audience.”
Keiji Tanaka (JPN) missed the podium by just two points to come in fourth place at 215.52 points.
ISU Junior Grand Prix Final Champion Shun Sato (JPN) moved up from seventh to fifth place on
214.75 points ahead of Kao Miura (JPN), who came from eighth to sixth and ranked second in the
Free Skating (210.53 points)
NHK Trophy concludes Sunday with the Exhibition Gala.
For full entry lists and further information regarding the ISU Grand Prix of Figure Skating Series
please visit: https://isu.org/GrandPrix . Follow the discussion on social media by using
#FigureSkating #GPFigure.

Where to watch and follow the ISU Grand Prix of Figure Skating 2020?
The ISU Grand Prix of Figure Skating will be live streamed on the Skating ISU YouTube Channel.
Geo-restrictions will apply in markets where TV rights are in place. You will find the full list in the
Where to Watch news here.
Subscribe to the Skating ISU YouTube Channel to receive alerts when the live streams start and
when new videos are posted.
Stay connected with the ISU Social Media:
YouTube: Skating ISU
IG: @ISUFigureSkating
Facebook: @ISUFigureSkating
Twitter: @ISU_Figure
Follow the conversation with #GPFigure and #FigureSkating.

ISU Grand Prix of Figure Skating 2020
•

2020 Guaranteed Rate Skate America, Las Vegas (USA) – October 22-24

•

Shiseido Cup of China, Chongqing (CHN) – November 6-8

•

Rostelecom Cup, Moscow (RUS) – November 20-22

•

NHK Trophy, Osaka (JPN) – November 27-29

•

ISU Grand Prix of Figure Skating Final postponed

The ISU Grand Prix of Figure Skating Final that was to be held as an Olympic Test Event on
December 10-13 has been postponed. The ISU, in consultation with all stakeholders and
considering the pandemic developments, is evaluating the continuation of the 2020/21 season.
About ISU Grand Prix of Figure Skating Series
The ISU Grand Prix of Figure Skating Series started in 1995 (previously known a s the ISU
Champions Series) and consists of six invitational international senior events and the ISU Grand
Prix of Figure Skating Final. Due to the current situation, the usual selection criteria do not apply.
Please see the ISU Grand Prix of Figure Skating page for further information.

