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Summary of the results

• 966 responses from 48 different
ISU members.* 
• Of the respondants:
• 48.1 % Skaters
• 25.5 % Coaches
• 26.4 % Others

• 86.2 % of all respondants agree
to raise the age limits to 14 in 
Juniors and 17 in Seniors. 
• 13.8 % do not agree. 

* List of participating ISU members attached.



Summary of the results

• 86 % of Skaters support raising the
age limits. 

• 90 % of Coaches support raising
the age limits.

• 83 % of Others support raising the
age limits.

The respondant group ”Other” consists of ISU 
member employees, former skaters, officials and 
parents of current skaters. 
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How the survey was conducted
• The target group of the survey was Novice, Junior and Senior aged skaters/pairs/teams and their 

coaches. They were asked if they agree with amending figure skating age limits to 14 (Juniors) and 
17 (Seniors) and why. 

• The survey was sent to: 
• Athlete & coach contacts of the AC members.
• The S&P, ID and SYS TC Appointed Coaches and Skaters.
• All ISU members with the request to forward it to skaters and coaches belonging to the target group.

• The survey was open for replies during the period between 18.12.2020 – 10.1.2021. 

• For the sake of reliability, respondants had to include their email address, ISU member and role 
(Skater/Coach/Other). 
• Among the respondants were many current junior and senior top level skaters from all disciplines as well as 

established coaches from Asia, Europe, Africa, North America, South America and Australia.



Most common responses in favor of the
amendment
1. Injury prevention.
2. Healthy physical and mental development of skaters.
3. Longer careers for top skaters.
4. Ethical, sustainable coaching methods.
5. Maintaining the interest of fans, sponsors and media by not having

children/teenagers as the main stars of figure skating events.
6. General image of figure skating. 



Comments in favor of raising the age limits



Most common responses not in favor of the
amendment
1. Restricting extremely talented individuals from competing.
2. In general, SYS and ID do not impose the same type of 

requirements on a skaters body as ”jumping” disciplines. 
3. Synchronized skating teams may have difficulties in compiling

teams.
4. Ice dance junior careers and their longivity.
5. Amount of international junior competitions – respondants stated

that more international junior events should be organized if an 
amendment in the age limits would take place. 



Comments not in favor of raising the age limits



Participating ISU members
Federació Adorrana d’Esports de Gel Finnish Figure Skating Association Lithuanian Skating Federation Slovak Figure Skating Association

Ice Skating Australia Incorporated Fédération Française des Sports de 
Glace

Fédération Monegasque de Patinage Slovene Skating Union

Österreichischer Eiskunstlauf Verband Deutsche Eislauf Union e.V. Koninklijke Nederlandsche
Schaatsenrijders Bond

South African Figure Skating Association

Skating Union of Belarus Hellenic Winter Sports Federation New Zealand Ice Figure Skating
Association Inc. 

Federación Española de Deportes de 
Hielo

Fédération Royale Belge de Patinage 
Artistique

Hungarian National Skating Federation Norwegian Skating Association Svenska Konstakningsförbundet

Brazilian Ice Sports Federation Icelandic Skating Association Peruvian Skating Federation Schweizer Eislauf-Verband

Skating Federation of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina

Ice Skating Association of India Philippine Skating Union Figure and Speed Skating Association of 
Thailand

Skate Canada Israel Ice Skating Association Polish Figure Skating Association Turkish Ice Skating Federation

Croatian Skating Federation Federazione Italiana Sport del Ghiaccio Korea Skating Union National Ice Skating Association of U. K. 
(Limited)

Czech Figure Skating Association Japan Skating Federation Romanian Skating Federation The United States Figure Skating 
Association

Dansk Skøjte Union National Skating Federation of the 
Republic of Kazakhstan 

The Figure Skating Federation of Russia Ukrainian Figure Skating Federation 

The Estonian Skating Union Latvian Skating Association Singapore Ice Skating Association Skating Federation of Vietnam 
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